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Boulder Lake Management Area

Anuran Survey  
The Anuran survey began in BLMA in the spring of 1996 from a modified protocol from the Marsh Monitoring Program (MMP).  Based out of Canada and United States, the MMP provides information on population trends and habitat requirements of wetland dependent amphibians and birds in the Great Lake Basin region. The Anuran Survey of BLMA also has this mission, but data results from the survey contribute to the conservation and management of riparian and forest environments of Boulder Lake Management Area.

The focus of this annual survey is on problems associated with the health of wildlife and their human consumers, nutrient and other pollution inputs, forest management practices, and economic and aesthetic impacts.  Despite their importance to water quality and fish and wildlife support, BLMA's wetlands serves as a “window” to observe and monitor the affects of resource management.  Since BLMA abides by this model of a “working forest”, wetland and forest disturbance outside of the management area, due to forest management practices often degrade these environments thus reducing local and even regional population levels of many wetland dependent species.  Although some information is available regarding wetland losses and impacts, almost nothing is known about how these declines in wetland area and health have affected the populations of most wetland dependent animals. 

Wetlands dominated by emergent vegetation (i.e. marshes), often support the most diverse communities of wetland animals in the Great Lakes basin (Marsh Monitoring Program, 2000). Marsh birds are one of the richest groups that breed in Great Lakes marshes.  On the other hand, amphibians are critical members of many food webs.  Concern for amphibians continues to spread globally as many dramatic and often unexplained population declines.  As with marsh birds, very little is known about the population trends and the habitat requirements of amphibians especially in the Great Lakes Region.

Minnesota’s Ecological Classification System

Forest and Woodland Species



Species of Lakes and Streams

· American Toad
(
Northern Cricket Frog

· Gray Tree Frog

(
Bullfrog

· Spring Peeper
(
Green Frog

· Wood Frog
(
Pickerel Frog


(
Mink Frog

Grassland Species

· Great Plains Toad

· Canadian Toad

· Cope’s Gray Tree Frog

· Northern Leapard Frog

· Western Chorus Frog 
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